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Community Connections Business Program
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The U.S. Department of State does not discriminate on the basis of gender, race, religion, ethnic group or physical disability.

Application copies are available at the Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy:

2a, Gertsena Str.

220030 Minsk, Belarus

Telephone: (017) 217 0481; Fax: (017) 211 0384

E-mail: ikhvaschev@pd.state.gov; omurzich@pd.state.gov


APPLICATION DEADLINE: November 10, 2003 at 17:00
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Dear Participant!

Thank you for your interest in the Community Connections Business Program. The Community Connections Business Program provides entrepreneurs of small and medium businesses with the opportunity to take part in four to five-week internship programs in the United States, during which program participants are placed in a business similar to their own. For example, if a candidate is the director of a construction firm, the candidate will likely intern in a similar construction business in the U.S. so that he or she may gain experience and skills that are more closely related to the candidates sphere of activity. Program participants also take part in-group lectures and site visits with other program participants from their region, though the majority of time is spent in individual internships.

Community Connections is not designed to help participants develop contacts in the United States. While business partnerships have resulted from professional relationships developed during internships, this is not the main focus of the program. The main goal of the program is to provide participants with a professional development and training experience. This program demands a lot of time, energy, and interest from participants.

Community Connections is an open merit based competition financed by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the U.S. State Department. Participants must pay only for their air or train fare to Minsk, lodging in Minsk for one or two days upon departure and arrival and some administrative costs associated with applying for the program, such as transportation to the place of interview or photocopying documents. All participants receive stipends throughout the course of their internship and reside with volunteer host families.

The program sponsor, ECA, is responsible for overall coordination and oversight of the program in every country in which it is run: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. For more information on ECA, please see http://exchanges.state.gov. To learn more about other ECA programs in your country, please visit the webpage of the Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy in Belarus at http://www.usembassy.minsk.by/public_diplomacy.html
In Belarus the Community Connections Program is administered by the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy. In coordination with ECA, Public Affairs Section is responsible for recruiting eligible candidates for the program, selecting them for participation through an impartial selection process, and finally preparing program finalists for their internships in the United States. For more information on Public Affairs Section and its programs, please see http://www.usembassy.minsk.by/public_diplomacy.html
Candidates who participate in this program are placed in one of over fifty host organizations located throughout the United States. In coordination with ECA, these individual organizations are responsible for arranging individual training programs for finalists selected by PAS.
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

Candidates must:

• play a leading role in a small or medium-sized private business. Preference is given to owners, directors, and top-managers of businesses;

• know English well enough to function independently in both professional and social environments;

• be citizens of the Republic of Belarus

Candidates are ineligible if they:

• have traveled to the United States in the past two years on a U.S. government-sponsored program (i.e. J-1 visa);

• have applied to immigrate to the United States

In addition to the above requirements, candidates for the program should have an interest in learning more about small and medium-sized business development in the United States both in their respective field and beyond. Candidates should exhibit professional behavior and be able to represent their home country to the American community to which they are sent.

If you are uncertain about your eligibility, please contact us before completing and submitting your application.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

· application must be completed in English;

· 4 (four) copies of the application must be submitted: 1 (one) original and 3 (three) copies;

· all copies of application must be identical;

· original application must contain original photo, while copies are enough for the others;

· please submit 4 copies of your passport (pp. 30-33) attached to each copy of your application form;

· recommendation letter must be signed;

· recommendation letter should be written by a person who knows you professionally. The letter can be written in Belarusian/Russian with an attached copy of English translation. The recommendation letter can also be written directly in English. Remember to attach your recommendation letter to all copies of your application;

· please, don’t forget to write your full name and name of the city/region on the top of each page. The spelling of your name should be the same as on your international passport. If you do not have an international passport, the name should match the English as it appears on another acceptable document;

· all answers must be clear and detailed. Applications with omitted answers will not be accepted;

· include all contact telephone numbers with the relevant area codes. We are not responsible, if we cannot reach you by indicated telephone numbers;

· if you don’t have an international passport, you must begin the process of acquiring one immediately. If you do not have an international passport at your first orientation, which will take place approximately 6-8 weeks before your program begins, you will be disqualified from the program;

· list all your places of work during past 10 years starting from the most recent;

· use additional pages, if necessary;
· APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE RETURNED!

Any applicants who misrepresent or provide false information will be automatically disqualified.

GIVE THIS PAGE TO THE PERSON WHO IS WRITING A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FOR YOU

Instructions for Writing a Recommendation Letter:

Dear Recommendation Provider!

Thank you for writing this recommendation letter.

An applicant of the Community Connections Business Program, which is sponsored by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the US Department of State, has asked you to give a recommendation letter to him/her, because she/he trusts your professional opinion.

The Selection Committee carefully reads all applications. And special attention is given to the recommendation letter. Your comments will be carefully considered and evaluated during the selection process as the Committee values your professionalism and reputation.

If you just write that the applicant is a good person, constantly attempts to improve his/her professional qualities, etc., the Committee might presume that you don’t know the applicant well and are giving a typical recommendation letter.

If you really think that the applicant is worthy of applying to this program, please, give him/her a detailed recommendation letter.

Try to highlight the following points:
· Examples of how the candidate is successful in his/her job.

· Any interesting information about the candidate, which differs him/her from his/her colleagues.

· Examples of applicant’s creativeness and specific projects he/she is working on.
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